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Precedent-Establishing Roll Call Votes in the U.S. Senate, 1st Congress (1789-1791)-106th 

Congress (1999-2001) 
 
This data set includes information on any roll call votes cast on questions of order or rulings of 
the Chair in the U.S. Senate from the 1st Congress (1789-1791)-106th Congress (1999-2001). 
Votes were identified by numerous different keyword searches of voteview 
(www.voteview.com), the Congressional Globe, Congressional Record, Annals of Congress and 
Senate Journal (http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amlaw/lawhome.html) and back-checked using 
the indices of the Congressional Record. The first vote occurs in the 21st Congress (1829-1831). 
It was not until that Congress that the right of senators to formally appeal rulings of the Chair 
was codified into the Senate’s rules. 
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congress  
 
The Congress number the vote was taken in. 

vote  
 
The Voteview rollcall number.  

date  
 
The Date the vote took place. 

month  
 
The month the vote took place. 

day  
 
The day the vote took place. 

year  
 
The year the vote took place. 

dupe  
 
Was there another roll call vote on the same point of order also in the dataset? This generally 
means the roll call resulted in a “no quorum” or was a failed tabling motion or failed motion to 
reconsider. 
 

0 = No 
 
1 = Yes 

point_senator  
 
The Senator raising the point of order, according to the Annals of Congress, the Congressional 
Record, Congressional Globe and/or voteview.  
 
Note: This includes questions of germaneness and challenges to amendments upon other 
grounds.  
 
Additionally, when the chair rules a member or motion out of order without being prompted by a 
point of order from another member, he or she is listed as the “point senator.” These observations 
are tracked in the “chairpoint” variable. 



ps_state  
 
The home state of the senator raising the point of order, according to senate.gov. This is the 
capitalized two letter postal code that corresponds to the state (e.g. “OH” for Ohio).  That 
information is available at the following url:  
 
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0110468.html 

ps_party  
 
The political party of the senator raising the point of order (this includes questions of 
germaneness) according the senate.gov. 
 
 0 = Democrats 
 
 1 = Republicans 
 
 2 = Whigs 
 
 3 = Jacksonians 
 
 4 = Anti-Jacksonians 
 
 5 = Opposition 
 
 6 = Other 

chair  
 
The name of the senator serving in the chair who ruled on or submitted the question of order. If 
the record only referred to the chair as the president pro tempore, I relied on Sachs (2003) for a 
listing of who was serving at the time. 

chair_position  
 
The position of the chair according to the annals of Congress, the Congressional Record, 
Congressional Globe and/or voteview. 
 
 0 = Vice President. 
 
 1 = President Pro Tempore 
 
 2 = Other 
  



chair_state  
 
The home state of the senator serving in the chair who ruled on or submitted the question of 
order, according to senate.gov. This is the capitalized two letter postal code that corresponds to 
the state (e.g. “OH” for Ohio).  That information is available at the following url:  
 
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0110468.html 

chair_party  
 
The political party of the senator serving in the chair who ruled on the question of order, 
according the senate.gov. 
 
 0 = Democrats 
 
 1 = Republicans 
 
 2 = Whigs 
 
 3 = Jacksonians 
 
 4 = Anti-Jacksonians 
 
 5 = Opposition 
 
 6 = Other  

chairpoint  
 
Was the ruling in response to the chair calling a member to order on his/her own accord (i.e. a 
formal point or question of order was not raised)?  
 

0 = No 
 
1 = Yes 

pointstatus  
 
How did the Chair rule on the point of order? 
 

-1 = Rejected 
 
0 = Submitted to the Senate for consideration 
 
1 = Accepted  



sustain  
 
Was the Chair’s ruling sustained? 
 

-1 = No 
 
0 = The chair submitted the point of order 
 
1 = Yes 
 
9 = The vote to sustain the ruling of the Chair resulted in a “no quorum” 

ruling  
 
A one or two word description of the final disposition of the question 

mtt  
 
Was the vote on a motion to table the ruling of the chair or a point of order? 
 

0 = No 
 
1 = Yes 

amendment 
 
Was the point of order made against an amendment?  
 

0 = No 
 
1 = Yes 

in_order 
 
What was the final disposition of the amendment subject to the point of order? 
 

-1 = Out of order/non-germane 
 
0 = The point of order was not made against an amendment 
 
1 = In order/germane 

  



budget 
 
Was the point of order a budgetary point of order? 
 

0 = No 
 
1 = Yes 

yeas 
 
Number of yes votes.  

nays 
 
Number of no votes. 

total 
 
Total votes cast. 

majseats 
 
Total number of majority party seats in the Congress the vote was taken in. 

minseats 
 
Total number of minority party seats in the Congress the vote was taken in. 

totalseats 
 
Total number of Senate seats in the Congress the vote was taken. 

description 
 
The vote description provided by the ICPSR.  

comments 
 
Notes and assorted comments. 
 

 
 


